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A historical study of Japanese sport policy in era of party cabinet 
－Analysis of ministers and bureaucrats of The Ministry of Education－ 
(Abstract) 
The aim of this study is to find out how sport have been perceived in era of party 
cabinet(1924－1932), based on the basic policies thereof and the policy trends related to 
sport, focusing on the Ministry of Education and its leadership.  
 In the 1920s, sport became a target of policy and the issue of whether the Ministry of 
Education or the Home Ministry should be responsible became apparent. This became a 
part of the administrative and financial adjustment by the parliamentary government. 
Due to the pedagogical importance assigned to it, sport came under the administrative 
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education 
restricted the participation of students in the Meiji Shrine National Games. The 
Ministry of Education school hygiene and physical education section manager Toyokichi 
Kita did not approve student participation from an educational standpoint. 
 This issue was solved by Ichita Kobashi, the Minister of Education during the 
Hamaguchi cabinet. Kobashi made reforms related to sport in quick succession. One of 
them was to change the physical education section manager from Kita to Ken Yamakawa. 
Kobashi and Yamakawa were both former bureaucrat of the Home Ministry. Kobashi and 
Yamakawa were both advocates of the pedagogical importance of sport. Thus, the 
pedagogical importance aspect of sport, which was assigned to it during the debate over 
the administrative jurisdiction of sport, was carried on. 
 From the above discussion, we can conclude as follows: Policies related to sport during 
the parliamentary government era were affected by the parliamentary government’s 
policies and mainly by ministers and bureaucrats of The Ministry of Education who used 
their past career and experience in their involvement. Educational value was assigned 
to sport during the process. 
